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BEBTHBEN, 

Bfeligious novels are very rare and perhaps this is 
the first of its kind written in any language. People now 
a days are taking much interest in reading novels that 
carry them through ,ipost exciting scenes. Custodians 
of p religion will nave to take this opportunity of the popu- 
lar mincj and encourage writers to produce novels that 
inculcate religious thoughts while the story runs most 
interestingly. By so doing the innate tendency of the 
reader to pros through a most interesting story with exci* 
ting scene? will ?e satisfied with the fresh advantage of 
stimula-jing lofty thoughts. Such literature is txiost 
needea a] ^e pfqsen,t juncture and want of it is producing 
incited y many an athiest and materialist, 

Charles M ? Sheldon, one of the ablest -.religious 
preachers of America, the Pastor of Topeki* Ffon&as. 
correctly understood the situation and successfully; tackled 
it by writing a most brilliant novel of the sort in English 
entitled <; In His steps or what would Jesus Do." The 
popular applause the book m^t with can easily be/gatigad by 
taking note or the fact that D^ithip $ 0ho;rt time it went 
through 20 Editions completing 604000 oopiea. It was 
translated into 15 languages already aad ndy attempt IB 
the 16th one, The story is now being exhibited" through 
film in the biggest Cinemas of the new continent, 

Mr. R. Koustubham, B, A., a teacher in thePithapur 
Maharajah's College, Coconada, placed a copy of it in 
my hands and requested me to pat it into Telvga for the 
bi^pefifc of Andhras, He is a Hiadu and yet .this wotk 
n^t only attracted him but created Ju- him a longing that 
a^ the Telugu knowing public siould be iven a ohanoe of 
be*i:g Benefited by its publication in Telugu, There is an 
uafoiiiie.l suspicion lurking in th minds of both 
Christ;&Hs and the non-Chrisiiansi that the precepts cnun- 
ciaed by the Lord Jesus Christ are idealistic and im- 
practicable/ Whatever might have befen the conduct of 

the Christendom as a wholet 



II 

during these twenty centuries proved the suspiscion 
by a breach of the edicts of its own master. It has 
become therefore an extremely difficult problem ^ for 
evangelists to convince, their hearers that the sayings 
of the Lord are capable of practical application Our 
venerable Pastot the Rev. Mr. Sheldon * solved this 
problem to the utmost satisfaction of his readers in*|his 
book. This book shows the practical side of the work 
and clears the doubts of tnany a wavering Christian. 

While I was busily engaged with this work 1 had 
the good fortune of meeting Sherwood Eddy, the well 
known missionary orator of world wide fame and the 
international secretary of the Y. M. 0; &, &nd in the 
course of our conversation I mentioned to him about my 
work on hand. He itrimediately wrote to the author and 
obtained permission for me to publish a Telugtz adaptation 
of this work, , 

My thanks sire therefore due first to Mr. Koustubham 
who has instilled in me a desire to serve my Telugu 
brethren by placing this wo*k at their disposal, to 
Mr. Eddy for having obtained for me the permission of 
the author tod lastly to Mr, Sheldon the author for 
having kindly allowed me to undertake this work. I shall 
have to ihank also Rev. F, L a Merlar, Chief Secretary to 
the C. L. S. Telugu publication committee , for having gone 
through my manuscript and encouraged me with kind 
sentiments on my achievement. ' 

This is rather a big work and I thank God for 
having given me the requisite energy and persistance to 
bring it to a successful termination; I now place it before 
the Telugtr public with a prayer that it may -fentorge the 
religious outlook of every one of the readers tod may 
serve as a turning point in the case of sonie of taem at 
least* May God help qs in our eSorfcs 10 reach Hitn wliile 
playing our part in this world siage. May the spiriV .of 
the Lord be with us all '.., 

2~5~2S, RAJAH M, BHWANfiA 
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